Development and implementation of evidence-based guidelines: a multisite demonstration project.
The development of alternative patient care delivery systems is being explored by health care providers, managed care corporations, insurance companies, and the government. Pathways, guidelines, care maps, and algorithms are techniques that assist in the development of patient care delivery systems with the potential to both decrease cost and ensure quality. This article reviews our experience with a program designed to transport clinical guidelines and pathways developed from evidence-based scientific knowledge to 7 acute care facilities located throughout the United States.